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GAP RIDGE WASTE TREATMENT PLANT 
Statement by Member for Pilbara 

MR K.J.J. MICHEL (Pilbara) [12.53 pm]: On 26 July I had the pleasure of attending the opening of the new 
Contract Resources waste treatment plant at the Gap Ridge facility in Karratha. The $20 million mercury waste 
treatment plant, which is the largest in the southern hemisphere, is a vital facility for the Australian environment, 
the economy, and my electorate of the Pilbara. The Gap Ridge facility is capable of handling all of the mercury 
contaminated waste product produced by the Australian oil and gas sector both now and into the future. This is 
significant, because it effectively eliminates the need for Australia to export mercury contaminated waste and will 
fulfil our federal obligations under both the Basel and Minamata conventions. The facility will reduce the risk not 
only of spillage during transportation, but also to human health and of environmental exposure because of its 
closed system of decontamination and disposal.  

It makes a lot of logistical sense to have this project in the Pilbara, the national hub and powerhouse of the oil and 
gas industries. Around 50 staff are employed at the plant on an ongoing basis, with the ability to grow to 
500 subject to demand on the services. This is a local project employing local people that will ensure that 
Australia’s mercury waste does not need to risk transportation to treatment facilities in places like Europe. These 
local jobs for the local Pilbara community will directly benefit Australia’s economy and natural environment. 
I congratulate everyone involved with the Gap Ridge facility, including Woodside, which was a key founding 
customer. I put on the record what an important step forward this is at both the national and local level. 
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